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School audits
reveal ‘waste’

Local brass: They lack context

By LYSA CHEN
JOURMNAL STAFF WRITER

More than 56 percent of
West New York schools’ spend-
ing is not “reasonable,” accord-
ing to recent state audits ques-
tioning expenditures in New
Jersey's poorest school districts
that receive billions of dollars
in funding each year.

But supporters of these dis-
tricts say the audits themselves
are unreasonable.

The audits, which also evalu-
ated purchases in Union City,
Jersey City, Hoboken and
Harrison school districts,
labeled spending as “discre-
tionary” or “inconclusive”
based on educational wvalue,
usefulness and other criteria.

Purchases that lacked suffi-
cient documentation or were
determined to be excessive
were also flagged, officials said.

The $10.8 million audit of
the state’s poorest districts —
known as Abbotts — follows
increased criticism of the
court-mandated funding
formula that sends nearly half

of the state’s school aid dollars
to the 31 school districts.

“If it can be proved that 25
cents per dollar are being
wasted, we're talking about bil-
lions of dollars in New Jersey,”
said state Sen. Christopher
“Kip” Bateman, R-Somerset,
who attended the Senate Edu-

“If it can be proved that
25 cents per dollar are
being wasted, we're
talking about billions of
doliars in New Jersey.”

Christopher Bateman
State Senator

cation Committee’s hearing on
the audits yesterday. “l want to
see the dollars get to the class-
room, not abused by the ad-
ministration.”

In West New York, the dis-
trict paid to replace a student’s
cellphone and spent $259,915
on clock repairs, according to
the audit.

West New York Superinten-
dent Robert Van Zanten did
not return calls yvesterday.

In Union City, where approx-
imately 32 percent of spending
was labeled unreasonable, the
district paid for 39 cell phones
for bus drivers and guaranteed
them six hours of overtime
every month to charge their
phones.

Union City Superintendent
of Schools Stanley Sanger has
blasted the audit findings as
“way out of line,” calling the
expenses “educationally
sound,” arising from transpor-
tation needs of special needs

-students and sports teams.

Jersey City and Harrison
school officials did not return
calls for comment yesterday.

Hoboken Superintendent of
Schools John Raslowsky said in
most cases an audit report ex-
cludes important context
needed to understand a pur-
chase.

“There is a human element
to running a school district,”
Raslowsky said. “An audit
paints a black and white
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picture, An audit can make it
seem like something nefarious
is going on when in reality it's
perfectly reasonable.”

For instance, Raslowsky said,
purchases like an end-of-the-
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year barbecue have been
flagged by audits, and his dis-
trict has stopped sending
flowers to employees as a sign
for thanks for their decades of
service,




